
Uniform and Otherness



Schooling became a way to manage social differences in multicultural populations, 
and class photos could support that effort by emphasizing uniformity and minimiz-
ing disparities. School photos enable the creation of national and imperial subjects, 

but they can also create “others.” 

Marianne Hirsch in an interview with Columbia News 







Flower:
Student who graduate with distiction

Suit:
Western educated, a higher social status, influencer

Ugly face:
Social disrupter, untameable

Sword:
Protector, managing any disrupter

Fan:
Academically accomplished teacher

Newspaper:
Academically accomplished teacher



footbinding

Western fabric

Western hatsWestern hat



 This was one of the repeated interactions between imperial powers and the 
populations that they sought to control: The dominant power decided that 
everything had to be seen and cataloged, a task for which photography was 
perfectly suited. Under the giant umbrella of colonialism, nothing would be 

allowed to remain hidden from the imperial authorities. 

Teju Cole (2019)
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Assu, the Drew family’s Chinese amah

Description: Edward Bangs Drew family amah (domestic servent), Assu, 
who came with the family when Drew retired from the Chinese Maritime 
Customs Service and returned to the U.S.
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Classes & Races
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“photography during colonial rule imaged the 
world in order to study, profit from and own it.” 

Teju Cole (2019)





Experience the Orient 
as your own.



Office Locations

Shanghai

Canton

Maritime Real Estate

We are a full-service real estate broker, serving all the 
Imperial Maritime Custom Service commissioners, 
officers and all western residents in China. Incepted 
in 1854, with just five offices, we serve clients from 
more than 20 cities nationwide

FuchoowNingbo

Amoy



TAKEN

Hill House
Eight-bedroom detached house, Westerners only, first come first served

6,048 SQ FT | picture perfect and on a beautiful hill

FREE

Castle House
Ten-bedroom detached house, Westerners only, first come first served

8,348 SQ FT | Traditional castle family home in a tranquil location



Celebrate life and all experiences with your loved ones.

Adventure
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