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Recycling infrastructure creates a framework where disposables
become naturalized commodities instead of foregrounding waste
redesign, reduction, or most importantly, elimination. MacBride

argues that a network of social groups, particularly extractive and
manufacturing industries within the “recycling movement,” have
aligned to support municipal recycling even though it is neither
environmentally sustainable nor often profitable enough to
support itself without subsidies or alignment with more
profitable waste management systems like landfilling (2012, 16)
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concepts, with an emphasis on “busyness” that
keeps civic society working at small-scale,
consumer-focused change that does not
threaten the status quo, ensuring “that certain
matters never come up for a vote, laws are not
passed, options are not considered”
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Altering discarding
means posing the

question, “How do you

discard well given
specific contexts,
materialities, and
power relations?,”

Our practice
is shaped by
\ our position

As biologist Mary O'Brien (1993) argues, normativity is
built directly into all research. She writes about how
doing research necessarily asks particular questions

and not others, in certain ways and not others. Each is
a choice that aligns the research with some values,

norms, and\parties over others. Questions, then, are
unavoidably value-laden in that they prioritize
some ways of investigating the world and not
others.
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