
Week 1 Studio Practices



Investigate these boxes’ journeys by 
examining the type of cardboard, shipping 

labels, and other visual properties

Week 1 Studio Practices



How can collecting and examining people's 
cardboard boxes, along with their visual and 
physical properties, uncover a more nuanced 

understanding of the production systems  
behind them?

Line of enquiry



other people’s boxes and  
stories about the boxes

Input



People who prefer shopping online and often 
purchase products internationally

Audience







- Method 1: Investigating 

- Method 2: Cataloguing 

- Method 3: Collaging / Alternative Narratives 

- Method 4: Translating + Screenprinting as a way to publish 

Methods



Method 1:  
Investigating

Methods



Offenhuber, D. (2023) Waste Is Information: Infrastructure Legibility and Governance. Cambridge: The MIT Press. 

“the process of becoming waste implies a loss of 
information”

Reference







Flight 

Number: 8431 
Operator: Lufthansa Cargo 
From: PEK Beijing Capital International Airport 
To: FRA Frankfurt Airport 
Aircraft: B777F, the largest twin-engine freighter in 
the world, designed for long-haul routes 
Frequency: four days per week during winter 
Average: 10-12 hours 
Fuel/hour: 7-8 tons 

Load: 102,870 kg 

Box’s journey 

Duration: 11h 27m 
Fuel consumption: 86 tons of fuel 
Box weight: 4kg 

Airmail Center Frankfurt 

130 Airlines to 300 destinations 

More than 400 tons of airmail per day





Next Day shipping

24-58 Royal College Street, Camden, 
London NW1 0QA

If the item is being imported into the 
United Kingdom, it will be handled by the 

International hub of Parcel Force in 
Coventry before (pending any customs 

clearance) being passed to our National 
hub for onward delivery.

South East Processing Centre in Hatfield

Parcelforce Worldwide is a trading name 
of Royal Mail





Method 2:  
Cataloguing

Methods



Offenhuber, D. (2023) Waste Is Information: Infrastructure Legibility and Governance. Cambridge: The MIT Press. 

“sorting can reverse the process of becoming waste, 
restoring hidden information and value”

Reference



Barcodes, numeric codes & serial codes



Logos and locations



Hand writings



Method 3:  
Collaging / Alternative Narratives

Methods



Paper Police by Jürgen o. olbrich



Postal Service Provider



Locations



Control



Production



Production  
and Sustainability  

(as a reputation-building tool)



Method 4:  
Translating  

+ Screenprinting as a way to publish

Methods





“I think a picture is more like the real 
world when it is made out of the real 
world.”

Robert Rauschenberg











- Interview: what’s in the box 
- Screenprinting on corrugated cardboard 

- Where to publish?

Next step


