
How can examining discarded cardboard 
boxes and their visual and physical properties 

offer a more nuanced understanding of the 
distribution system behind them?

Line of enquiry



How can labelling discarded cardboard boxes 
offer a more legible narrative into the 

distributed system behind them?

Line of enquiry



primarily online and international shoppers 

Audience



Method 1: Screenpriting

Methods











Screen printing images of shipping boxes and labels 
onto corrugated cardboard turns the box itself into 
the subject, rather than just a container for goods.

Screen printing



Method 2:  
Labelling

Methods



Labelling











• Observing and revealing: peeling off labels to uncover hidden 
information about the box journey 

• Speculating and annotating: adding stickers of their choice 
or writing notes to speculate on the missing part of the 
system 

• Reconstructing the journey: using the visual cues to 
reimagine the unseen labour and logistics behind each box

Audience



Melville the Third: 

The visual traces of pasting, 
peeling and tearing apart are 

impactful evidence of the unseen 
labours in the distribution system. 
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• Add the human labour and cost: an estimate of how many 
times a box is handled by delivery, sorting and receiving staff 
and the average wage at different transit points 

• Visualise the cargo space: image inside the cargo holds and 
its load capacity data 

• Customise tapes with the above information for each box 
• Tearing and peeling 

• Putting cardboard sheets together to make actual boxes

Next step


